
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

Christmas recounts the greatest story in human history – the 

incarnation of Jesus to save us all and reconcile us to God again.  Thus 

Christmas is a time of great joy and celebration; unfortunately however, 

its revelry and gaiety causes environmental harm and degradtion 

through the destruction of various natural resources which are 

processed to take the form of gifts, wrapping paper, cards, ornaments, 

etc.  It is necessary to reiterate that we have to put CHRIST back into 

CHRISTMAS and realise that this “wonderful time of the year” becomes 

a wasteful time of the year if it is not a GREEN CHRISTMAS.  At all 

times, we cannot afford to neglect the environment. 
 

In the encyclical Laudato Si’, Pope Francis tells us that “the environmental challenge we are 

undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affect us all” and that “all of us can cooperate 

as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to his or her own culture, 

experience, involvements and talents”.  These words of Pope Francis have been taken 

seriously by the Archdiocese of Bombay.  The Archbishop, Cardinal Oswald Gracias, on 1st 

September 2018 on the occasion of the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, 

launched the ‘Green Diocese Initiative’ so that the Archdiocese of Bombay will eventually 

become a Green Diocese.  Under the able guidance of Bishop Allwyn D’Silva, the 

Archdiocesan Office for Environment has charted out a five-pronged strategy to take the 

agenda of Green Diocese forward.  The following are the response components: 
 

1. Spirituality: Our efforts to care for the earth will surely meet with several obstacles and 

disappointments.  The strength to persevere has to spring from a deep spirituality – a 

spirituality that affirms the essential goodness of creation and the interconnectedness of all 

beings.  The following initiatives can be undertaken:  

a. To deepen bonds with nature: nature walks, hikes, camps. 

b. Encourage hobbies: gardening, hiking, bird watching, etc. 

c. Praying with creation: meditations, prayer services, etc. and setting up creation 

chapels. 

d. Participating in eco-retreats. 
 

2. Facilitate Learning: Creating awareness among parishioners and people of goodwill about 

the impact of climate change and embracing an eco-friendly lifestyle is the need of the 

hour.  This could be done through training programmes, workshops, exposure programmes, 

etc.  Inputs on Laudato Si’, Social Teachings of the Church and the Biblical understanding of 

creation will provide a firm foundation to care for creation. 
 

3. Engagement in Concrete Actions: Our parishes should become models for energy and 

water conservation.  Eco-friendly practices that we could encourage are energy audits, water 

harvesting, composting, collection points for tetra packs and e-waste, shroud burials, de-

concretising open spaces in our parishes/institutions, segregation of garbage, etc.  We need 

to ensure that all our celebrations in the parishes and homes are eco-friendly i.e. avoiding 
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one time use cutlery made of plastic, paper, thermocol, use of single time use flex banners, 

thermocol artwork, etc.  We need to engage in dialogue with the caterers to use green 

practices in their business. 
  

4. Building Coalitions: Saving our environment and the world needs to be done on a war 

footing and hence we need to network, engage in advocacy, and collaborate with people of 

other faiths and like-minded people.  Networking with NGOs, environmental groups and 

individual interested participants should be envisaged as a part of a concerted effort.  
 

5. Personal Lifestyles: The credibility of our efforts should be seen in our actions.  It is only 

personal convictions that can challenge us to steer personal initiatives in caring for 

creation.  The effective use of 3 ‘R’s: Reduce, Reuse and Recycle could be implemented by 

individuals and families.  Reducing consumption of goods is the best method, and we should 

develop an environment-friendly lifestyle that encourages reduction in carbon footprints.  

 

Let us celebrate GREEN CHRISTMAS and protect God’s beautiful creation a gift to us! 

 

-  Fr Joseph Gonsalves 

 

 

 

ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY: A SELECTION OF GREEN INITIATIVES 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parishes that celebrated the launch 
of  the Green Diocese initiative: 
• Christ the King, Shivaji Nagar 
• Our Lady of Mercy, Pokhran 
• St John the Baptist, Thane 
• St Pius the Tenth, Mulund 
• St Vincent de Paul, Khar 

Creation-themed Novena for the 

Nativity of Our Lady at Christ the 

King, Shivaji Nagar 

Steel Cutlery in Use for Events: 
• Christ the King, Rasayani 
• Christ the King, Shivaji Nagar 

 

Steel Glasses 

in use during 

the Parish 

Feast at Christ 

the King, 

Rasayani 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bombay Catholic Sabha - Our Lady of 

Mercy Church unit has initiated the shroud 

burial at Our Lady of Mercy, Pokhran. A 

common steel coffin has been gifted by 

the BCS - OLMC Unit to the parishioners. 

Around 150 rosaries out 
of  waste were made by 
Sunday School kids of  St 
John the Baptist, Thane 
during Sept-Oct.  The 
parish has also gone solar. 

At Bandra, St Francis of Assisi 
Church has a green patch while at 
St Andrew, the Andrean Green 
team was inaugurated on October 
2, 2018. A few Green projects in 
the parish: composting of  waste 
and flowers as offering, recycling 
of  tetra packs, recycling old 
clothes to make bags and stopped 
the burning of  candles in the 
church premises and the burning 
of  leaves in the neighbourhood. 

Green initiatives in St 
Michael’s Church, Mahim:  
• Solar panels have been 

installed, with an expected 
breakeven period of  2.5 
years 

• Biogas plant on the 
terrace which uses flower 
petals as a feedstock 

• E-waste collections and 
tetra pack recycling drives 

Infant Jesus, Ghatkopar East: 
• Call was given to save 

electricity in October and to 
save Water and Electricity in 
November – awareness posters 

• Stall selling cloth bags; also 
plants for sale 

• Guest speaker for tetra pack 
recycling   

Stall put up by Green Team of Infant 

Jesus, Ghatkopar East 



 

 
 

‘Green Diocese’ is a long-term initiative that envisages the lowering of the carbon 

footprint of the Archdiocese of Bombay, with a positive contribution to the environment.  It 

is hoped that Bombay will show the way and become a model for other dioceses to 

emulate.  However, the Archdiocese of Bombay cannot claim to be on the path of greening 

and thus building a better future without unity and co-operation.  The wonderful work being 

done in parishes and institutions has to be publicised and intensified throughout the diocese.   

 

All Parishes/Institutions are requested to email information on their 

greening initiatives as per the format available on the homepage of 

the website: mumbaiaoe.webs.com to mumbaiaoe@gmail.com 

every month (September 2018 onwards) 

 
Let’s endeavour to green our diocese together! 

 

 

 

FIVE POSITIVE ENVIRONMENTAL STORIES AMIDST ALL THE 

GLOOM THIS YEAR 

 

The past year hasn’t been the best one for the environment.  Global carbon emissions jumped 

to an all-time high and the United Nations declared that we are the last generation that can 

stop the climate change catastrophe.  Over in India, the Kerala floods, the death of Ganga 

activist GD Agarwal, and the hunting of tigress Avni gave us reason to mourn.  But amidst all 

those gloomy stories that made us feel like it was the end of the world, there were a still few 

positive environment-related news stories: 
 

1. Sikkim became the first completely organic state in the world 
Sikkim beat over 25 countries to receive the prestigious UN Future Policy Award in 2018 for 

becoming the world’s first 100% organic state.  By bolstering efforts towards sustainable living, 

the north-eastern state has been able to convert over 75,000 hectares of land into certified 

organic farms.  Starting 2003, Sikkim started reducing the subsidy on chemical fertilisers and 

pesticides by 10% every year and completely banned them in 2014.  The state’s organic farming 

policy didn’t just benefit over 66,000 farming families; it also led to a 50% growth in agro-

ecology and boosted incoming tourism as well. 
 

Care for the Earth – Go Green Exhibition at St Sebastian Goan High 

School, Dabul involving over 1200 students from Nursery, Pre-primary and 

Primary Sections in December 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/05/brutal-news-global-carbon-emissions-jump-to-all-time-high-in-2018
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/03/we-are-last-generation-that-can-stop-climate-change-un-summit
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/ganga-warrior-on-fast-for-4-months-dies/articleshow/66171890.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/ganga-warrior-on-fast-for-4-months-dies/articleshow/66171890.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/maha-loses-16-tigers-in-11-months/articleshow/66790022.cms
https://weather.com/en-IN/india/news/news/2018-10-15-sikkim-organic-state-un-award-rome


2. Mumbai saw the world's largest beach clean-up 
The volunteer-driven Versova Beach clean-up led by lawyer Afroz Shah started in 2015, but 

2018 was when we were truly able to see the impact of the amazing volunteer work.  Versova 

beach is now so clean that turtles have started breeding here again after more than 20 years.  

Over 80 Olive Ridley turtles were seen climbing out of their nests on Versova beach as they 

stumbled their way towards the water.  The big moment came after 127 weeks of continuous 

clean-up drives by Shah and his team of 1200 volunteers who helped clean over 9 million 

tonnes of garbage from Versova beach, making this one of the biggest beach clean-up drives in 

the world.  The volunteers also planted over 300 coconut trees around the beach to restore the 

area. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

3. India is now the largest renewable energy auctions market in the world 
According to the latest Climatescope 2018 report by Bloomberg NEF, India has become 

the largest renewable energy auctions market in the world, increasing its auction capacity of 

renewable projects by 68% in the past year.  In 2017, over 11 gigawatts of renewable projects 

were awarded in India.  Solar capacity installations increased by 90%.  For the first time, 

renewable energy installations exceeded coal power plant installations in the country.  Under 

pressure to achieve goals under the Paris Climate Agreement, the Indian government plans to 

gradually replace coal with renewable energy through auctions.  There is still a need for the 

right policies that can push renewable energy usage, but India has a lot of potential for solar, 

wind, and hydro-energy generation which is definitely a big positive. 
 

4. 55 tonnes of waste removed from the Ganga 
This year, Bachendri Pal, the first Indian woman to climb Mount Everest, and a 40-member 

team, including Everest climbers Premlata Agarwal, Binita Soren, Hemant Gupta, and 

employees of Tata Steel, kick-started the volunteer initiative, ‘Mission Gange’.  The team 

travelled 1500 km from Haridwar to Patna on a month-long expedition, and was able to clean 

up over 55 tonnes of waste from the sacred river.  While that may not seem a lot, given the 

amount of pollution in the Ganga, it is nothing less than astonishing, considering that it was 

accomplished by a volunteer team in just a month. 
 

5. Plastic banned in Maharashtra 
From June 2018, Maharashtra, India’s second-most populated state, put a ban on plastic 

products including single-use disposable items…the plastic ban has its flaws, from lack of 

alternatives to proper implementation. That said, outlawing plastic was a major step by the 

Maharashtra government, and if the ban can be replicated in other states with proper planning 

and implementation, it would greatly decrease plastic pollution in India. 
 

Ritika Tiwari • TWC India ｜Source: https://weather.com/en-IN/india/news/news/2018-12-17-positive-environment-stories-india

 

 

 

Olive Ridley turtle hatchlings 
seen at Mumbai's Versova 
beach earlier this year. A 
massive beach clean-up 
campaign over the past three 
years saw the endangered 
turtles returning to the beach 
after nearly two decades.  

(TOI, BCCL Mumbai) 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/80-olive-ridley-turtles-hatch-at-versova-beach-activists-happy/articleshow/63419549.cms
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/india-becomes-largest-renewable-energy-auctions-market-in-the-world/66822794
https://www.timesnownews.com/mirror-now/civic-issues/article/uttar-pradesh-varanasi-banaras-river-ganga-basin-clean-polluted-dirty-nitin-gadkari-nirmal-aviral/303560
https://weather.com/en-IN/india/pollution/news/2018-06-22-maharashtra-gears-up-for-plastic-ban
https://weather.com/en-IN/india/pollution/news/2018-06-22-maharashtra-gears-up-for-plastic-ban


COP24 WRAP-UP 

 

The COP24 climate conference ended with 

the Polish minister in charge of the talks 

leaping from the podium into the crowd in 

gleeful celebration at all that had been 

accomplished.  In truth, some progress was 

made.  COP24 was primarily designed to 

establish the technical rules that will allow 

the world community to accurately assess 

which nations are meeting the carbon 

reduction commitments they agreed to in 

Paris 3 years ago and which are not.  The 

major accomplishment was that 196 

governments agreed on a rulebook to 

implement the 2015 Paris Agreement, but 

the result left bruised feelings all around.  
The poorest and most vulnerable countries 

felt that it demanded too little of 

industrialised countries, developing 

countries had to agree on common reporting 

requirements to bring their climate promises 

into line with those of more developed 

countries, and the richest countries have to 

be more open about their 

financial support to those 

most affected by global 

warming.  And the answer to 

the biggest question of all 

— will the agreement 

actually help the world avoid catastrophic 

climate change? — is mixed at best.  While it 

didn't leave anyone truly happy, most accept 

the outcome as a solid basis to continue 

work on a global climate regime that's 

meant to govern national efforts for the next 

decades.  The show resumes next year in 

Chile for COP25. 
 

Source: https://cleantechnica.com/2018/12/17/cop-24-wrap-up-3-steps-forward-2-steps-back/ ｜ https://www.politico.eu/article/5-takeaways-from-the-

cop24-global-climate-change-summit-poland-katowice/ 
 

 

 
 

Green Christmas Circular 
 

Christmas 2018 is a significant moment for us in the Archdiocese of Bombay, since 

this is our first celebration of Christmas after we launched the Green Diocese 

initiative in September this year.  Christmas this year gives us a good opportunity to 

bear witness to our commitment to care for our planet – God’s beautiful creation.  

As Pope Francis reminds us in Laudato Si’, “we are called to be instruments of God 

our Father, so that our planet might be what he desired when he created it and 

correspond with his plan for peace, beauty and fullness”. (LS 53) 
 

I therefore place before you a few practical suggestions, which I truly hope will be 

carefully adhered to in all our parishes and families in the Archdiocese:  

1. Reduce the amount of outdoor decorative lighting.  A single star in the balcony 

or the windowsill is sufficient.  Avoid energy-guzzling series-lights.  

2. Use decorations that are reusable and can be stored for subsequent Christmases.  

Avoid use of plastic and thermocol decorations as they are hazardous to the 

environment. Do not use flex banners for community cribs as they are not 

recyclable. 

3. Consider sending digital cards or e-cards that can be sent by email, Facebook, 

WhatsApp or other social networking sites.  If you absolutely need to send 

printed cards, purchase recycled cards or cards from charity fundraisers. 

https://www.politico.eu/article/worlds-nations-agree-on-rules-to-implement-paris-climate-deal/
https://www.politico.eu/pro/paris-agreement-architect-laurent-fabius-urges-a-deal-in-katowice/


4. Instead of using gift wrapping paper, use gift bags made of cloth, wrap gifts in 

old calendars or coloured sections/comic strips of newspapers, or use other 

environment-friendly wrapping materials.  

5. Do not use fireworks.  Even though the Supreme Court has allowed us a two-hour 

window for fireworks on Christmas Eve, let us totally abstain from all fireworks, 

since they are a serious environmental and health hazard.  
 

I wish each one of you a very happy, holy and Green Christmas!  

 

 
✠ Bishop Allwyn D’Silva 

Auxiliary Bishop of Bombay 

 

 
 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2019 
 

from Fr Joseph Gonsalves, the Green Diocese team  
and all green lovers in the Archdiocese of Bombay 

We hope that 
this wonderful 
season inspires 
and intensifies 

our green 
efforts 


